Nationalist Organization 1936-early 1937
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Nationalist Organization late 1937 on

In November 1937, the Nationalist Army reorganized into a more coherent organization. Each division was composed of several brigades, which were futher divided
into Half-Brigades. Each half-brigade consisted of 6-12 Battalions and also had 1-2 artillery groups of 3 batteries each aswell as smaller supporting units of engineers,
AA and AT. The principal combat unit of the Nationalist Army became the Battalion, which tended to use a more standard organization no matter what its original

designation (Tercio, Bandera, Tabor, etc.). The armored forces also became much stronger, with the battalion consisting of 2 grupos, which were themselves battalion
size.
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Italian Corpo di Truppe Volontairie (CTV)
Both the Italians and Germans sent forces to help the Nationalist rebels, both to assist Franco’ s insurgents against the Republicans and to
test new equipment and doctrine. The German Condor Legion gave the Luftwaffe pilots valuable combat experience which served them
well several years later at the outbreak of World War 2. The Germans also supplied support troops and armored equipment. Less famous
were the Italian ground troops, who fought together as coherent formation known as the Corpo di Truppe Volontairie or CTV. Given the
nature of Mussolini’ s Fascist regime, one might wonder if service in this organization was truly “voluntary”.
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CVT Armor/Motorized Formations
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In July 1938, the Armored contingent of the CTV was reorganized into slightly more flexible Armored/Recon/Support Battalions. The mixed battalion

may well have been split amongst the other formations.

-

Battle Group-CTV04

— | x11zm
[ S] x21zm

e Command

—|§| x1 Carro Armato L/33-35 IT-32/IT-01

MANEUVER ELEMENTS
x2 Armored Company

ME CTV02

MANEUVER ELEMENT-CVTO05

Automachinegun Co.

e _ Command
SCWN-101

SCWN-I01
[J [J
e

5] X1 UNL 35 or BA-6 RU-PO7/P10

Battle Group-CTV05

ee[ Motormechanized Battalion (from July 1938) .

Armored Battalion (from July 1938)

%

e Command

x1 Commander IT-22
e Transport
n x1 Motorcycle IT-33

oy

x1 Automachinegun Co.

MANEUVER ELEMENT-CTV06
Anti-Tank Company

Command
x1 Commander IT-22
U Transport
|| x1Light Truckistaff car  1T-14
[ 1]
x3 47/32 AT Gun IT-18
O Transport
x3 Light Truck SCWG-P01

x1 Bersiglieri Company ME CTV03

ME CTVO05

Battle Group-CTV06
Mixed Battalion (from July 1938)

Command
x1 Carro Armato L/33-35 IT-32/IT-01

MANEUVER ELEMENTS
x1 Flamethrower Company ME CTV04

x1 Anti-tank Company ME CTV06

B 0

x1 Anti-aircraft Company ME CTVO07

MANEUVER ELEMENT-CTV07
Anti-Aircraft Company

A

¢ Command
x1 Commander IT-22
U Transport
x1 Light Truck/Staff Car  I1T-14
[ 1]
x3 Breda 20/65 AA Gun  IT-19
e Transport
x3 Light Truck SCWG-P01



